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Disdia Doy was antong sev
eral colloge girds pursulng sa
ence and techinalogy who were
mentored or six months on
how to stand their ground and
vot give kn 4o pressure at howe
or the workplaco. The pris
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A stindont shoms posters made by participants at the workshop to US Consail Genernl Patti
Hodlisus (omitre) and Jay Tredonr, depunty director, Amevican Cender, as Jhampa Ghosh Ray.
divector of NGO Chiargze Initiatives, Jooks ons, Py by S Kana Saba

Is potldng wrong L cooking but
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young pirds,” Ray s
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re were examples ot how
same wom ot had to pat thelr
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) experan ot

The progyamme would be
followed up by women for

ot e clreles — poor support
groups where grls whao com
pleted the programme would
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“During the project you
havo mot wornen i post tions
of power. Womsens arovmd the
world face uiguie chall eopes
in professonal carcers and
personal lives Gender dis
crimlisation, stecectypes, o

ily pressaire, Iack of equal op
poctumitios especially i Nelds
such as STEM, are sertons
barrbers. Support et woeks
aco powerful ools to help you
navigate with sosuoe of these
challenges i yotr profossion
al and persoaial lives" said US
cormsd proveral Pami Hollinan

Tie cotmul getwral alsn
spoko to the young girls about
creating  opportiudties for
other womm. “As you werk to
achiieve professional dreams
you also change the miles
along the way to etssure fahuw
cpportidties  for  otlwer
wouren to make those oppor
tunities more accessible to
Uty as well," she sadd

T project selectesd 2
@rds oart 0300 from sevets col
Jopes alter conducting writton
tosts, proug discussions and
persceal derviows

Amotg then was Jhilik
Hazra whose father is para
toachwr b3 a peisary school
ad mother a cosmmumbty
health worker. A first- vear
stisdent of piysiesat Howrah's
Narastnha Dutt Coldege, Jhilik
hias 1o travel more than 35k
every day from ber howe in
Dhalagarh to pursoe her
dreaun of dovelopiig agps.
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unique women's support programme that provided mentorship and peer support to
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Kolkata: Social prejudices
against women’s ability to
succeed in science,
technology, engineering and
maths (STEM) force many
promising female students to
quit studies and take up less
demanding careers,
considered the ‘preserve’ of
women. Not the 28 bright
STEM students from seven city
institutions who concluded a

28 university students pursuing sustainable careers in STEM.

Organised by the US consulate general Kolkata, in collaboration with NGO Change

Initiatives, the ‘Women for Women: Supporting Each Other to Build Sustainable

Career’ project aimed to boost the confidence of young women engaged in STEM

fields.
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Through this project, participants learned that a favourable environment is needed
to let female studen-ts pursue their STEM goals. The programme concluded at the
American Centre on Wednesday with consul general Patti Hoffman meeting
participants and handing out certificates.

Addressing them, Hoffman said: “Gender equality is at the heart of development.
Equality for women is set to become the largest global civil rights struggle of the
next century.”

The 28 students selected from seven institutions — Lady Brabourne, Gokhale
Memorial, Bidhannagar College, NSHM Kolkata, Jogamaya Devi College, Bijoy
Krishna Girl's College and Narasinha Dutta College — went through a rigorous
selection process that included personality tests followed by group discussions and
interviews.

Download The Times of India News App for Latest City .
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USconsulate fetes

women STEM students

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, 20 APRL The flagship project

of the consulate

The US Consulate General Was aimed at moti

Kolkata today felicitated 28 vating the women

university sudents pursuing  students to continue

their careersin Sf:iemc.tech- with their careers in

nology, engineeringandmath  STEM and minimise

(STEM), \;hoxem a pasrt of the number of

‘“Women for Women: Sup-

porting each other to build dropouts in the field

Sustainable Careers’ pro-

gramme of the consulate. enabling a support network
Giventhefactthatalarge among women STEM stu-

number ofwomenstudents  dents forempowering them

of STEM give up on their and making them stronger.

careers due to reasons indud- Speaking atthe conclud-

ing familyand societal pres-  ing programme, US Consul

sure. the flagship project of
the consulate started in the
month of November 2018
andwas aimed atmotivating
thewomen students tocon-
tinue with their careers in
STEM and minimise the
number of dropouts in the
field. It also focussed on

General Patti Hoffman, said,
“Genderequalityisatthe heart
of development. Itis a cru-
cial development objective
and also smart economic
policy. Equality forwomen is
set to become the largest
global civil rights struggle of
the next century.”
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US Consulate in Kolkata and Change Initiatives mentor 28
undergraduate females students across the city

Kolkata, Apr 25(UNI)In a unique initiative, the US Consulate in Kolkata in eollaboration with
the NGO Change Initiatives mentored 28 girls, studying in undergraduate courses in seience,
technology, engineering and mathematies(STEM), from seven colleges in Kolkata and Howrah.
The programme "Women for Women:Supporting Each Other to Build Sustainable Careers”
provided mentorship and peer support to students to enable young women understand the
power of peer network groups in resolving the challenges in developing careers in STEM fields.
About the programme, US Consul General Patti Hoffman said,"Gender equality is at the heart of
development. It's a crucial development objective, and also smart economie policy. Equality for
women is all set to become the largest global civil rights struggle of the next century.”

The colleges which took part in the programme included Lady Brabourne, Gokhale Memorial,
Bidhannagar Collge, NSHM Kolkata, Jogmaya Devi College, Bijoy Krishna Girl's College, and
Narsinha Dutt College.

Director of Change Initiatives Jhumpa Ghosh said the students were shortlisted for the
programme based on a written test, group discussion and interview among 200 students.

A "women only space” was created in the bi-weekly mentoring workshops held at the American
Centre where women were mentored on leadership, teamwork, resiliency,mindfulness and
gender awareness by mentors appointed by Change Initiatives.

The girls discussed the challenges and the ways to break the barriers in traditionally male
dominated fields in 16 mentoring sessions that began November 2018 and ended yesterday.
Ms Ghosh said,"Social prejudices against women's ability to excel in stem fields forees many
promising female students to quit their studies and take up less demanding careers, considered
the "preserve” of women. Through this projects the students learnt that they are not alone in
their career journey and a favourable environment needs to be created so that all female
students can pursue their STEM career goals and meet their objectives.”

While the participants said the programme helped them to broaden their perspectives, think
differently and believe it was possible to build careers in STEM fields, their parents said they
were overwhelmed that their daughters were able to bag the opportunity that could make a huge
difference to their careers.

The teachers accompanying the students on the occasion expressed satisfaction with the
outcome of the programme.

UNI AND

Date: Kolkata, April 2019 Language: English
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Anadabazar patrika
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Ei Samay
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"Women for Women" Programme in American Center

25 views

' T e
Published on Apr 24, 2019

"Women for Women® Programme in American Center

Play (k)

Date: Kolkata April 2019 Sanmarg- Video Links Language: Hindi
12
Compiled by the Office of Public Affairs U.S. Consulate General, Kolkata (For Internal Circulation Only)



U.S. Consulate General
olkata

e J /:L‘,&': )a,f&wdtuaﬁd/.Miuii;/cfréjbé u“’nu-hzt?'-:u-':
= adaad Wik J’J/A.uuwum,qzs.,;:‘fu’w.;/u!/'pﬁ/.ﬁn e

Date: Kolkata April 2019 Akbar-e-Mashrique Language: Urdu

Compiled by the Office of Public Affairs U.S. Consulate General, Kolkata (For Internal Circulation Only) 3



